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Media release 
 
Dental Wings, 3M ESPE and Straumann join forces to establish 
open global standard software for the dental industry 
 
• 3M ESPE and Straumann plan to adopt DWOS™ (Dental Wings Open Software) as 

the core software for the 3M™ ESPE™ Lava™ and Straumann® CARES® CADCAM 
systems. 
 

• This move will not only enhance the capability of the individual Lava and Straumann 
CARES digital platforms, but will also allow for future connectivity between the two. 
 

• Collaboration to advance Dental Wings’ DWOS into the leading open global standard 
software platform for dental applications, which other companies will be able to build 
upon.  
 

• Dental Wings to establish its software arm as a new separate brand: ‘Open Digital 
Dentistry’. 

 
 
Cologne, Germany, 22 March 2011: At Europe’s largest dental trade fair, the 
International Dental Show, three companies, Dental Wings, 3M ESPE and Straumann 
today announced that they are joining forces to create an open global standard 
software platform for use across a range of dental applications. The initiative is 
expected to offer enhanced flexibility, simplicity, and convenience for users, while 
saving time, costs and investment risk. The need for standardization in digital dentistry 
is acute as the number of different systems and software platforms has risen 
considerably, adding complexity and confusion for dentists and dental laboratories. 
Standardized software is expected to be a main driver of the digital market. 
 
To advance industry standardization, 3M ESPE and Straumann have agreed to adopt 
Dental Wings’ software platform DWOS as the core operating software in their 
CADCAM solutions. The combined resources of several partners can be expected to 
achieve significantly more than those of a stand-alone provider. This initiative thus has 
excellent prospects for establishing the leading software platform in the field.  
 
Thanks to its focused specialist team, Dental Wings has established itself as a leading 
developer of dental software. 3M ESPE and Straumann add strong expertise and 
leadership in their fields including digital solutions. The combination of resources will 
accelerate the development of DWOS into a best-in-class, preferred system. Both 3M 
ESPE and Straumann will continue to build their own specific applications on top of the 
core software adding value for their customers. Other companies are encouraged to 
join the collaboration and to contribute to shaping the platform’s future. Straumann, 3M 
and Dental Wings all support the initiative to extend the Dicom standard1 to the 
prosthetics value chain.  
 
The preferred software platform 
The scope, quality, and functionality of the DWOS platform provide a solution of choice 
for communication, design and collaboration within dentistry. DWOS is commercially 
available as an open system and offers dental laboratories the flexibility of designing 
prosthetics using data from multiple systems and sources, for instance in-lab model 
scans, chairside intra-oral scans, and impression scans received directly from dental 
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practices. The restorations can be manufactured in-house or outsourced to an 
increasing number of production centers. The DWOS platform is strongly positioned to 
become the leading open software platform of choice, bridging clinicians with 
manufacturers. 
 
Dental Wings to form a separate dedicated software entity  
Established in 2007, Dental Wings is a leading provider of dental CADCAM solutions 
and is specialized in the development of design and manufacturing software dedicated 
to different dental market segments. The company, which is privately owned, also 
develops, manufactures and sells 3D scanners to the dental industry. It is 
headquartered in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
 
In order to focus its businesses, Dental Wings has decided to transform its scanner and 
software businesses as two separate entities. The software business will operate under 
a new company brand, ‘Open Digital Dentistry’, which will develop and market DWOS 
and concentrate on dental software development.  
 
Naoum Araj, President of Dental Wings, commented: “Without leveling the playing 
field through standardization, the challenge of developing new process work-flows will 
be impossible – so we are very excited by this opportunity to create a standard for 
dental design with two of the dental industry’s leading companies. Creating a standard 
will reduce the confusion caused by incompatible systems and will drive growth in 
digital dentistry.  
 
Dental professionals should no longer be locked into specific scanning or 
manufacturing systems and we believe that a common platform will revolutionize the 
dental industry. Our goal is to provide broad access to the most innovative 
technologies including scanners, materials and design / manufacturing services. That is 
why Dental Wings is committed to making DWOS an open and collaborative software 
platform that offers flexibility and ensures fit.  
 
In order to expand DWOS to cover most dental applications, we have decided to create 
a new independent entity dedicated to, and focused on, dental software. This will be 
located in Switzerland.”  
 
3M ESPE 
3M ESPE is a pioneer in dentistry, bringing trusted brands to clinicians worldwide for 
half a century. The company manufactures and markets more than 2000 products and 
services designed to help dental professionals improve their patients’ oral health care. 
3M ESPE is also a pioneer and leader in digital dentistry -- processing millions of 
successful digitally constructed restorations via the Lava Network for the last ten years. 
 
3M Health Care‚ one of 3M’s six major business segments‚ provides world-class 
innovative products and services to help health care professionals improve the practice 
and delivery of patient care in medical‚ oral care‚ drug delivery and health information 
markets. 
 
Larry Lair, President and General Manager of 3M ESPE, commented: “We believe 
the collaboration of industry leaders is needed to support an open software standard. 
3M ESPE is pleased to join forces with Straumann and Dental Wings to establish the 
global software standard for digital dental design. 3M ESPE is one of the pioneers of 
digital dentistry, bringing over 10 years of experience in delivering precise productive 
solutions to dental laboratories as well as high quality, trusted restorations and 
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materials to clinicians. Combining this experience with strong partners like Straumann 
and Dental Wings will enable us to deliver high quality precise workflows from a single 
open platform – eliminating the need for technicians to learn multiple systems.” 
 
Straumann 
Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, the Straumann Group is a global leader in 
implant and restorative dentistry and oral tissue regeneration. In collaboration with 
leading clinics, research institutes and universities, Straumann researches, develops 
and manufactures dental implants, instruments, prosthetics and tissue regeneration 
products for use in tooth replacement and restoration solutions or to prevent tooth loss. 
Straumann products and services are available in more than 70 countries through its 
broad network of distribution subsidiaries and partners. 
 
Straumann entered the field of digital dentistry in 2007, though the acquisition of etkon 
AG. The Group moved into computer guided surgery and intra-oral scanning in 2009. It 
manufactures CADCAM scanners and design software – in addition to being the world 
leader in implant dentistry. In 2010, the company accelerated its push into digital 
dentistry through the in-house development and launch of the completely new 
Straumann CARES CADCAM system.  
 
Beat Spalinger, President & CEO of Straumann, commented: “Customers want 
functional standardized software that connects them to multiple data sources. At the 
same time, they want maximum flexibility and full assurance of predictability, quality 
and reliability. The initiative we are announcing today enables us to fulfill those 
requirements. The concept of our partnership will enable us to offer the advantages of 
a standard open system in combination with additional differentiated Straumann 
applications. These add value for customers. They also provide seamless connectivity 
throughout the workflow and ensure full Straumann quality.”  
 
Digitalization: shaping the future 
Digital technologies are becoming increasingly widespread in dentistry and cover a 
broad spectrum of applications – from general practice-management to treatment 
planning, imaging, guided surgery, digital impression-taking, right through to computer-
aided prosthetic design and manufacture. Digital technology offers tremendous 
advantages: it adds flexibility, convenience and precision in addition to saving time and 
costs. However, the industry is fragmented and few systems offer broad connectivity. 
There is therefore a compelling need for simplification through standardization.  
 
Combined resources to drive development 
Software requirements will increase with the development of new integrated functions. 
However, development funding is limited and inefficient because it is channeled by 
competing companies to multiple, individual, closed systems, most of which serve the 
same purpose. The combined resources of several partners can be expected to 
achieve more than those of stand-alone providers. In view of this, DWOS has excellent 
prospects for becoming the leading software platform in the field. 
 
Benefits for customers 
The general adoption of standardized software that meets present and future 
challenges is expected to offer a number of benefits to dental professionals, particularly 
laboratories – for instance, the possibility of using a common platform and working with 
different companies and brands. In addition to enhanced simplicity, flexibility and 
convenience, a standard platform would also save time in addition to reducing training 
and investment risk.  
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Availability 
Dental Wings scanners already feature the DWOS software platform. 3M ESPE is 
launching its upgrade for the Lava Scan ST Design system at the IDS. Lava Design 7 
is based on DWOS. Both the 3M ESPE Lava Chairside Oral Scanner and the iTero® 
intraoral scanning system supplied by Straumann can already be used with DWOS. 
Straumann’s pre-operative planning software is already connected to DWOS, while the 
company’s CARES CADCAM system is currently being adapted to incorporate it. 
 
 
 
Dental Wings, 2030 Pie IX, Suite 219, Montreal, Quebec, Kanada, H1V 2C8 
(or Open Digital Dentistry – see below) 
Phone: +1 514 807 8485 
E-mail: info@dental-wings.com 
 
 
Contact:  
Naoum Araj 
Email: naoum.araj@dental-wings.com 
Homepage: www.dental-wings.com 
 
 
Open Digital Dentistry 
E-mail: info@dwos.com 
 
 
Contact:  
Meinhard Schmidt 
Email: meinhard.schmidt@dwos.com 
Homepage: www.dwos.com 
 
 
 
3M ESPE, Dental Products, 3M Center, Building 275-2SE-03, P.O. Box 33275, St. Paul, MN 55133-3275, 
USA 
Phone: +1 800 634 2249 
Homepage: www.3MESPE.com 
 
Contact: 
3M ESPE Digital Oral Care Communication: 
Kathy Weber 
+1 612 922 0197 
 
For more information on the complete 3M ESPE line of dental products visit the 3M ESPE Web site at 
www.3MESPE.com or call the 3M ESPE Technical Hotline at 1-800-634-2249. Products are available for 
purchase through authorized 3M ESPE distributors.  
 
 
 
Straumann Holding AG, Peter Merian-Weg 12, 4002 Basel, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 (0)61 965 11 11 / Fax: +41 (0)61 965 11 01 
E-mail: corporate.communication@straumann.com or investor.relations@straumann.com 
Homepage: www.straumann.com 
 
 
Contacts: 
 
Corporate Communication: 
Mark Hill 
+41 (0)61 965 13 21 
 
Thomas Konrad 
+41 (0)61 965 15 46 
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Investor Relations: 
Fabian Hildbrand 
+41 (0)61 965 13 27 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
This release contains certain “forward-looking statements”, which can be identified by the use of terminology 
such as “to establish”, “expect”, “goal”, ”will”, “to separate”, “becoming”, “future”, “increasing”, or similar 
wording. Such forward-looking statements reflect the current views of the companies’ managements and are 
subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results, 
performance or achievements to differ materially from those expressed or implied. These include risks 
related to the success of and demand for the companies’ products, the potential for products to become 
obsolete, the companies’ ability to defend intellectual property, to develop and commercialize new products 
in a timely manner, the dynamic and competitive environment in which the companies operate, the 
regulatory environment, the ability to generate revenues and profitability, and to realize expansion projects in 
a timely manner. Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties materialize, or should underlying 
assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those described in this report. Dental 
Wings, 3M ESPE and Straumann are providing the information in this release as of this date and do not 
undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in it as a result of new 
information, future events or otherwise. 
 
 
Footnotes 
                                                 
1 Working Group 22 of the Dicom initiative. DICOM is a broadly used global Information-
Technology standard for medical imaging. DICOM's Working Group 22 has started a project to 
create a standard between dental scanning and design, as well as between dental design and 
manufacturing. Straumann, 3M and Dental Wings are active participants in the project, as well 
as other major players in the dental field. 
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